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TO MY 


Good Friend Mrs. 7ety//, 
Reli& of Dr. Thomas Fekyll. 


Mavoan, 


T was the Deſire of our Deceaſed 
Friend , that I ſbould Preach bis 
Funeral Sermon-; and-it is at Tour s 

that I now publiſh it. I am truly ſenſe- 
ble that the deſign of both was to do ſome 
ſervice to Religion, and to thoſe that do 
ſarvive. It being (as be well knew } 
one of the beſt Opportunities that we have 
or it , when we have, as it were, the 
Dead ſpeaking to the Living, and the 
Occaſron gruving Life and Force to the 
Dodrine. And great pity it is, that this 
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ould any where grow into diſuſe ; and 
that the Good that might by ſuch ſeaſon- 
able Diſcourſes redound to the Souls of 
Men, too often gives way to the Pomp 
of the Funeral, We all have a Liſs 
by the Death of our Deceaſed Friend ; 
the Church, bis Auditory, and his Ac- 
quaintance ; but more eſpecially Ton, and 
the Branches derived from both. It is 
a Loſs that only the Father of all Mer- 
cies, and God of all Comfort, can ſupport 
Ton under ; and to Him I commit Ton, 
who has promiſed that all things ſhall 
work together for good to them thaf 
love God. I am, 


M av a n, 


Your Faithful Friend and Servant, 


Joun CauicaesSTER. 
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| Hebrews LV. 1. 


Let us therefore fear, leſt a Promiſe being left us 
of entring into his. reſt, any of you ſhould ſeem 
to come ſhort of- it. 


HIS Epiſtle was written to the Febrews, 

that is, ſuch Fews as had been bred up un- 

| der the Law of Moſes, but were converted 

to the Chriſtian Faith : And the chief de- 

ſign of it was to confirm them in it; that neither 

by the Force of their former Education, the Fear of 
Perſecution, nor the ſly Inſinuations of talſe Teachers, 
they ſhould be prevailed with (as too many had been) 
to deſert it. To this purpoſe, amongſt other Argu-» 
ments uſed to diſſuade them from ſo doing, the Apo 
ſtle ſhzws the Fewi/h Conſtitution to have been tem- 


porary 


's/ 
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Hebr. 9: 9. Pporary and imperfed, a Figure for the time then pre- 

10.1. fſeut y, and a Shadow of good things to come : and that 
the Perſons and Places, the Arc Ordi- 
nances, the Aftions and Events of it had a reſpe& 
chiefly to what was to be, and ſhould be compleated 
under the Goſpel, Of this kind was Canaan, a Land 
of Reſt, which God promiſed to their Forefathers : 
And yet notwithſtanding, for their Unbelief and Difſ- 
- obedience, he ſwore that none of that Generation 
(except Caleb and Joſhua) ſhould enter into it, and 

&h. 3. 11, G«- ſo their carcaſes fell in the Wilderneſs. 

This was the ſtate then, and parallel to this, faith 
he, is the ſtate of Chriſtians now, who have a Reſt, as 
they had, and which God has premis'd. But withal, 
the ſame Conditions are annex'd to This, as were be- 
fore to That; and ſo no more can we enter into the 
Chriſtian Reſt, becauſe of Unbelief, than they could 
for the ſame reaſon enter into their Reſt, the Land of 

Ch, 3; 19- Canaan, as the Apoſtle argues: And accordingly he 
infers in the Text ; Let us therefore fear, leſt a promiſe 
being left us of entring into his reſt, any of you ſhould 
ſeem to come ſhort of it. 


— 


In diſcourfing upon which Words, 


x. I ſhall conſider the State here deſcribed and con- 
tained in the Words, Hu reft. 

2+ The Security and Certainty of that Reſt, if we 
our ſelves come not ſhort of it. 

3- The Poſſibility and Danger of falling ſhort of 
this Reſt, notwithſtanding ir is promis'd 

4. I ſhall ſhew, that from theſe Conſiderations, there 
is ſufficient Reaſon for the Caution in the Text, 
Let us therefore fear, leſt, &c. 


I. I ſhall 
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x. I ſhall conſider the State, called here, Zu ref. 
The Reſt promiſed to the Fews was Temporal, a Reſt 
| which after forty years travel in the Wilderneſs, 
| they entered upon under the Conduct of Joſhua, ac- 
| cording to God's promiſe. But, faith our Apoſtle, 
| This was the Goſpel preached unto them, v.2. That is, 
their Reſt in Canaay was a Type and Figure of a more 
excellent State, more clearly revealed in the Goſpel. 
This he proves from Pſalm 95. where it is faid, .that 
| upon the Unbelief and Diſobedience of that Generati- 
| on, God ſwore that they ſhould not enter into his Reſt. 
| That was thus far literally true of the ſraelites, whoſe ch.3.7. 4-35: 
| carcaſes fell in the Wilderneſs : | But withal he ſhews, 
| that it is there to be underſtood in a higher ſenſe, and 
| not of a Reſt that is paſt, ſuch as God's was, when he 
ceaſed from the Works of Creation : Nor can it be v. 4,4. 
| underſtood of Caxaar, for that was a Reſt they enter'd 
upon four hundred years before the time of Davzd. 
| But it muſt be underſtood of another fort of Reſt s 
| yet to come,. which the Sabbath and Canaan were a 
Type of. This he farther confirms by the Obſerva- 
tion he makes on the phraſe in the Pfalmiſt, 7o day, v. z,8. 
after ſo long a time, from the entrance into Canaan, 
to the time of David. For if Jeſus ( that is Joſhua) - 9- 
| had given them reſt, then would not he afterward have 
ſpoken of another day. From all which the Apoſtle 
concludes, There remaineth therefore: a reſt to the peo- 
ple of God.. | 
But as the Reſt here ſpoken of is yet to come, fo 
it is a Reſt far more excellent than that of a Temporal 
Canaan, But this would not be ſo, if that Pſalm were 
only a Prophecy of ſome peaceable and Halcyonian days 
that the Chriſtian Church ſhould enjoy about a thou- 
fand years after that time ; during only the ſhore: 
Reigns- 


——— — 
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D.Ham.in cap. 


3, & 4. 


Revel, 14. 13, 


Deut. 12, 10, 


Reigns of the two Roman Emperors, Feſpafran, and 
his Son Titus ('s ſome have conceiv'd.) Can we 
think that ſo ſhort a time of Reſt, as the Chri/tians had 
between Neroand Domitian,could be the ſubject of that 
Prophecy > And that this wasall the comfort.the Apo- 
ſtle gave to his deſponding Hebrews, That the ſtorm 
coming on, or that then overtook them, ſhould ſoon 


- vaniſh; and then they ſhould have as many years 


of Reſt for it? Is this all the Reſt, which many of 
thoſe he wrote this Epiſtle to, ſhould never live to ſec, 
and which a natural, or elſc a violent Death by Perſe- 
cution, might deprive them of their part in? Is this all 
which the Apoſtle means, when he ſaith, There remain» 
eth a Reſt, or Sabbatiſm, to the people of God; and that 
he that is entered into it, hath ceaſed from his own works, 
from all the toil and diſtreſs, the troubles and ſorrows 
of an afflicted life? No, certainly it is a more excellent 
and divine Reſt than that of an Earthly Cazaay, which 
is thus emphatically called God's reſt ; a perfect and 
an eternal Reſt, reſembling that of God ; when they 
reſt from all their labours, and their works follow them. 
A Reſt, which above all they are to be ſolicitous about ; 
Let us labour ( ſaith the Apoſtle ) therefore to enter 
into that reſt, v. 11. And in the Text, Let us fear— 
leſt we come ſhort of it, 

Heaven is indeed a Reſt with reſpect to this preſent 
life; as that of the 7ſraelites was, when they reſted 
after theic Pilgrimage in the Wilderneſs, and from all 
their enemies round about, ſo that they dwelt in ſafety. 
But withal, it is a ſtate of Enjoyment, Happinels, 
and Perfection, ſuch a Reſt as God himſelf doth en» 
joy, and they ſhall enjoy with him. For it is call- 
ed his reſt, not only as to what God himſelf doth 
enjoy, but with reſpeR to his Promiſe, by which he 

| hath 
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hath made it ours, and aſſured it to us. Which 
brings to 


2. The Security we have of this Reſt, and that is 
from the Promiſe of God. Thus it was in the T'ypi- 
cal ſtate of the Jews, to whom Canaan was promis'd, 
called therefore the Land of promiſe, Hebr. 11. 9. 
And after the ſame manner is this Chriſtian Reſt con- 
firmed, call'd therefore the promiſe of an eternal inhe- 
ritance, Hebr. 9. 15. and by way of Eminency, The 
promiſe, Hebr. 10. 36. 

At the firſt it was a meer aCt of Grace and Favour ; 
there was neither Merit before-hand on our part, nor 
could there be Recompence after : But now it is unalie- 
nable, and what we can no more fail of obtaining upon 
the terms of the Goſpel,than God can be unfaithtul,and 
ceaſe to be what he is : And therefore for our comfort 
and ſatisfaQtion, as life and immortality is brought to light 
throuzh the Goſpel ; ſo he has bcen pl-a$'d to, paſs over 
a Right unto us by his Promiſe, and hath given us the 
liberty of pleading it. Upon the undoubted Title 
thereby given unto us, we are ſaid to have everlaſting 
life, Joh. 3. 36: becauſe, by virtue of the Promiſe, we 
are as ſure of it, as if we were actually poſle{s'd of it. 
So that we need not look any tarther for a ground of 
our hope and confidence than this z and if we pezform 
the condirions required of us, and that there be not 
in us an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the 
livinz God — if we hold the beginning of our confidence 
ſtedfaſt unto the end, we are (laith our Apoſtle) mad: 


partakers of Chriſt, i.e. of all the benefits here and here\. 


atter which he hath purchaſed, and God through him 
hath promiſed. But if we fail on our part by not 
perſorming the Conditions, it we are wanting in Cau- 
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t Joh 5. 11. 


2 Cor. 1. 29. 


Chap. 3- 19, 


tion and Diligence, we diſparage the State, the Reſt, 
which God hath promis'd:; And if we are wanting 
in our truſt and confidence in God, upon his promiſe ; 
we Ciſparage him, and diveſt him of thoſe perteions 
of Goodneſs and Faithfulneſs, which make him to be 
what he is, and without which he could not be God. 
But as ccrtain as this Record 1s, that God hath thus 
given us eternal life :- and that this life is in his Son, 
in whom all the promiſes of God are Tea and Amen ; 
Yet; 

3- There is a poſſibility of falling ſhort of this Reſt. 
There could be nothing more firm than the Promiſe 
of Canaan made to Abraham and his Carnal Seed : But 
we ſee, for want of having Truſt and Faith in God, 
which were neceſſarily and indiſpenſably requir'd, all 
that came out of Egypr, except two, fell in the Wil- 
derneſs, and they could not enter in, becauſe of their un« 
belief : And God that had thus obliged himſelf by 
Promiſe to give them that Land for an Inheritance, 
did alſo ſwear, that they ſhould not enter into his Reſt. 
Now if thoſe Murmurers and Unbelievers were exclu- 
ded that pleaſant Land, which was thus promiſed and 
ſecured ; then there is the ſame reaſon, that the Chri- 
ſtian and Eternal Reſt, which is infinitely beyond that 
Terreſtrial Reſt, ſhould not be obtained without the 
like qualifications then required of them ; and that 
Infidelity and Difobedience ſhould now as well de- 
prive us of the greater, as it did them of the leſs va- 
luable Inheritance. For the Promiſe of God doth not 
any more oblige him now, than it did then, to exceed 
the Meaſures ſet to his Kindneſs and Beneficence. And 
therefore as the Apoſtle hath compared State with 
State, in the nature of it, as it's a Reſt; and in the 
Aſſurance we have of it, as it is promiſed : "= he 

oth 
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doth alſo carry on the Parallel in the Conditions up- 
on which the Promiſe is ſuſpended, and they are Faith 
and Obedience ; the hearkning to the Voice of God, 
and not hardning their hearts. And accordingly he Ver. 7 
rakes occaſion from what befel the Jews, to exhort his 
Chriſtian Hebrews to take warning by them, in the 
Text, Let us therefore fear, &c, 

So that whatever Proof we have of the Goodneſs 
of God in revealing ſuch a State of Reſt and Happineſs 
tous; yet as the meer Revelation of ſuch a State will 
not entitle us to it without a Promiſe, ſo neither will 
the Promiſe alone alter the caſc, as long as it is con- 
fined and limited by certain Conditions to thoſe that 
are duly qualified for it. Let us fear, faith the Apo- 
ſtle, /eff a promiſe being left us, &c. Which Caution 
needed not to have been added, if there had been no 
danger of falling ſhort ; and fall ſhort we could not, 
if the Promiſe had given us an abſolute and unlimi- 
ted Title to it. So that the Caution it ſelf doth ſup- 
poſe a Qualification on our part to be neceſſary : and 
yet not content with that, the Apoſtle, as ſenſible 
that we cannot get far enough from ſuch an impen- 
dent Danger ; he adds, Let us fear, leſt any of you 
ſeem to come ſhort of it. Where if the Greek word 
Fox4, which we tranſlate ſeem, be not an expletive, Luk. 8. :8. 
without any determinate ſignification, (as ſometimes _— wy 
it is) it ſhews that there is ſo much hazard of Mife IN 
carrying and Apoſtacy, by reaſon of the temptations 
of this preſent life, procceding from the World, the 
Fleſh, and the Devil ; and fo great a prejudice will re- 
dound to us, if we do, that we cannot be too cautt- 
ous. Beware, faith he, /e/t any of you ſeem to come 
ſhort of it. Which brings us to the next General. 
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4. There is ſufficient reaſon for this Caution of the 
Apoſtle, Let us fear, &c. 


Here I ſhall look back upon the Text, and ſhall 
apply it to the ſeveral Conſiderations here referred to, 
as ſo many Arguments to a vigilant Circumſpection 
and diligent Care. As, 


1. An Argument may be taken from the Nature 
of the State, as it is called a Reſt, and His Reſt. 

Reſt is a word that ſignifies more than what this 
World affords; there is no Perſon, no Condition of 
life can challenge it, or entitle if felf to it ; it is 
not to be found within us, nor without us. Nor 
within us ; for we have Infirmities grow up in us, as 
well as Troubles that ſurround vs. Our Bodies are in 
their compoſition frail and crazy, ſubje& to number-=. 
leſs Diſeaſes ; the Air we breathe in, the Diet we feed 
on, the Paſſions of the Mind, nay even the Medicines 
we uſe by way of prevention or remedy, do often 
beget or ſtir up in us thoſe humours, that carry us out 
of the World, or unfit us for the enjoyment of it. 
And our Minds have Infirmities as well as our Bodies ; 
our Tempers fickle and uncertain ; we ſuffer by Pre- 
cipitancy on the one hand, and Obſtinacy on the 
other; by Imprudence, NegleRts and Follies. And our 
Bedies and Souls as conjoyned, do contribute to each 
others infirmities ;- and the diſpute between them is, 
whether Temper or Reaſon ſha!l govern. So that we 
our ſelves prevent, and often ſupplant our own fatil- 
faRtion. 

But then were it otherwiſe with us, that as we na- 
turally love our ſelves, ſo we may attain to Seltf-ſati(- 
faction ; yet however willing and diſpos'd we are to 

be 
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be quiet and at reſt, we muſt ask leave of a thou 
ſand things to obtain and ſecure it ; of every one we 
have to deal with, and live amongſt 3 for our Conver- 
ſation, our Buſineſs, our Profeſſions, that are in them- 
ſelves uſeful and neceſſary, yet do miniſter to our 
trouble ; for thence do ariſe ſuſpicions and jealouſtes, 
quarrels and miſunderſtandings. Or ſuppole we lived 
ſo as to afliſt and be aſſiſted by others Friendſhips with 
chearfulneſs, and lived in perfe&t Peace and Amity, 
as we are private Perſons ; yet we are but part of a 
City -or Nation, and ſo mult fare as the Nation or 
City doth, and loſe by its loſs as we may gain by its 
gain, and muſt rcjoyce and mourn, and be as the ge- 
neral State of the Country is. Suppoſe farther, that 
a Nation would be quiet ; that the Government is 
framed for Peace, and thz Rights of Governours and 
Governed fo well laid out,and all publick Orders fo well 
obſerv'd and inviolably maintain'd, that there are no 
jJarrings nor diſcord, no grudgings nor animoſities : 
Yet this is bur one Nation, and this to the World is 
as one Man to another, and fo can no longer be quiet 
than other Nations will permit it. The Ambition or 
Covetouineſs of a Forcign Prince may bring him upon 
them, and in their own defence they mult take up 
Arms, and engig? in a doubtful War. So that we 
may as reaſonably expect, that the Body which hath 
ſo many ſeveral Veſlels, Humours and Juices, ſhou!d 
enjoy a conſtant and uninterrupted State of Health, 
and all thoſe Humours be ſo cxaCtly ballanced and al- 
layed, that there ſhould be no commotion or diſtur- 
bance in it, 2s that this World ſhould te a plice 
of Reſt. Men muſt be without Bodies, and there 
muſt be no ſuch thing as Sickneſs and Mortality : Or 


without Paſſions and Appertites; and fo no ſuch thing 
| as 
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Luk, 12: 19. 


Job 38. 11, 


as Ambition and Pride, Anger and Revenge, Cove- 
touſneſs or Luſt, Prejudices, nor Intereſt: they muſt 
have nothing within to diſpoſe, and nothing without 
to Excite, it they will talk of Reſt, and expe@ ir. 
That is an 2/t0p4an State, and has here no other Exi- 
ſence than in [magination. 

But then if we add to the Account the Providence of 
God, and the Accidents of Life, the Argument grows 
upon us; We are never ſecure ; and we know not, but 
though the Sun riſes upon us in its glory and bright- 
neſs, it may be with us as it was with Sodom, and 
cloſe in a diſmal deſttution ; and we that riſe in a 
State of Eaſe and Security, may lie down, if we can 
do that, in Sorrow and Anguith, and the moſt dole- 
ful dejeftion of Mind. Thus it was with the Fool in 
the Goſpel, that when he ſung a Requiem to himſelf, 
Soul, take thine eaſe, &c. met with a terrible concluſion 
and diſappointment when God faid unto him, Thou foo!, 
this night ſhall thy Soul be requir d of thee: then whoſe ſhall 
thoſe things be which thou haſt provided 2 The proſpect oi 
which is ſufficient to make the beſt and moſt proſpe- 
rous condition in theWorld uneaſy,fince we muſt either 
want, or enjoy with fear; and next to the totab de» 
privation of the comforts of this life, nothing is more 
intolerable than the fear of loſing them. 

Now what ſad RefleRtions are theſe > How miſera- 
ble muſt be the ſtate of Mankind, if this be all that 
a Man has to enjoy, all that he has to comtort him 
in the enjoyment 2 When he has thus the diſturbance 
of the Ocean, but nor the confinement of it ; nor 
can it be faid of- any Miſeries he is incident unto, 
as it is of that, Zitherto ſhall they come, and n9 fur- 
ther. 


But 
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But is there no reliet in this caſe? nothing better 
to be expected? Yes, faith our Apolile, there remain. 
eth a reſt to the people of God, There is ſuch a State, 
but it remaineth, it is in reſerve for ſuch as do be- 
lieve, deſire, and endeavour after it. This was the 
Temper and Condition of the Patriarchs of old, they 
lived and died in the Faith of this ; they /aw the pro- Hebr, rx. 13, 
miſes afar off, and were fy age of them, ana embra- 
ced them; and confeſſed that they were ſtrangers and 
pilgrims on the Earth—but defired a better Country, 
that is, an heavenly, as the Apoſite ſhews. Here a- 
lone is that Reſt, which is God's ; in whoſe preſence Pa. 16. 15. 


is fulneſs of joy, and at whoſe right hand there are plea- 


ſares for evermore. Where the happy Souls /ha/ = Rev.7. 16, r7, 


0 more, neither thirſt any more, and that a/ tears ſhall 
be wiped from their eyes. Neither can they die ayy more, 
for they are equal, and like unto the Angels, This is 1929342. 
the City of God, the Heavenly Jeruſalem, where are Luk 29, 36. 
Myriads and Ten thouſands, and an innumerable Com- 


pany of Angels, and the Spirits of juſt Men made H-b2.22,:3, 


perfet. Here alone is SatisfaQion , Stability and 
Certainty ; this is the time when all the Troubles of 
this life ſhall cloſe in the Happineſs of another ; where 
there will be no infirmities, no neceſſities, no appe- 
tites or irregular paſſions, no diviſions or enmities, 
no ſeducers or temptations, no fraud or circumven- 
tion, no prejudice or ſuſpicions, nothing that is evil, 
but all harmonious, equal and delightful. And of which 
we may fay all this and more; more indeed it is than 
we can fay or deſcribe : So the Apoſtle, /t doth not yet » Joh. x. - 
appear what we ſhall be : but we know that when he ſhall 
appear, we ſhall be like him; for we ſhall ſee him as 


he is. 
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Deur. 8, 9, 


Job 5. 7. 


Is there now ſuch a State, ſuch a Reſt to be had? 
Is there a poſſibility, a certainty of obtaining it ? 
May we who are here as it were upon a wide Ocean, 
continually toſſed by the furious Winds and boiſte- 
rous Waves, and in danger every moment to be ſwal- 
lowed up by them, may we arrive to a Harbour of 
Reſt and Safety, and have a Star and Pilot, and an 
unerring Compaſs to guide and dire us ? And ſhall 
we be as the ſraelites, unbelieving and obſtinate, that 
deſpiſed the pleaſant Land, and would rather be re» 
turning to Fzypt, .and there feed upon Garlick and 
Onions, than venture forward to take poſſeſſion 
of that, where they ſhould »9t /ack any thing, 
O how much doth Unbelief blind the Minds of 
Men! How much doth the love of this World, and 
the poor Enjoyments of it, infatuate them! That when 
they are hurried from one Miſery to another, and can 
hardly look out but they ſee Objzs ſufficient to ter- 
rify them, and have the rcliques of many a miſerable 
Shipwreck floating in their view, and are equally ex- 
pos'd to the ſame Dangers; yet chuſe rather to run 
the hazard of being miſerable, and eternally miſerable, 
than to hearken to the Voice of God, and obſerve 
thoſe Meaſures that will infallibly dire&, and bring 
them in the concluſion to a place of ſafety and undi- 
ſturbed repoſe. 

Surely we cannot but perceive, and our own ex- 
perience will convince us, that this World is not a 
Reſt; that Man is born unto troub/e as the ſparks fly 
upward, We cannot but obſerve (how hood: wink'd 
Cate we are in other matters) that in a few days, 
after many other Changes,and a Courſe and Succetlion 
of other Miſeries ; that the laſt Enemy of this World, 
Death, will ſeize upon us, and carry us out of it, 


We 


: 
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We cannot but think, that though the ſpark of an Ani- 
mal life be extinguiſhed, and we are then dead to all 
the Enjoyments of this preſent ſtate; yer that our 
Souls which thus think, are immortal, and never die. 
We cannot but think, that as the ſpirit within us is 
immortal, ſo there is a ſtate ſuitable to ſuch a ſpi- 
rit ; another World that it mult live in, and doth upon 
its ſeparation paſs into. We cannot but think that the 
future ſtate is a ſtate of Recompence, and that we are 
therein accountable, and ſhall be derermined to Hap- 
pineſs or Miſery according to what we have done 
in the Body. We cannot but think, that however 
it fares with good Men here, how deplorable ſoe- 
ver their preſent condition may be, yet that zt ſhall 
at laſt be well with them that fear God ; and that 
their light afflitions, their temptations, and mortifi- 
cations, which are but for a moment, ſhall work out 


EccleC. 8. 12. 


for them a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 2 Cor. 4. 19. 


tory. 

i Laſtly, We cannot but think, that as-this is a des» 
ſirable ſtate in it ſelf, ſo that the Thought and Wiſh 
of Balaam wilkbe (if it is not now) the Thought and 
Wiſh of the worſt of Mn ; Let me? die the death of 
the righteous, and let my laſt end be like his; that is, 

the beginning of a glorious and happy Eternity. 
Where is now the miſery, the hunger and naked- 
neſs, the pain anJ angnith, rhe poverty and conte:npt 
of tie once wretched Lazarus 2 Where are the trya!s 
of the cruel mockings and ſcourgings, of bonds and 
impriſonment of thuie, of whom the World was nct 
worthy > Where are the pilgrims and ſtrangers that 
once wandred about, bcing deſtitute, afflicted and 
tormented 2 Where is the right hand which was cut 
oF, the rizht eye that was | ay out, the body 
that 
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i Cor. 9. 27. that was buffered and kept under, and brought into 


2 Tim. 4. 25. 


Luk. 13. 28, 


Dan. 12. 3. 


Epheſ. is 23, 


ſabjeRtion 2 Where is the ſtrait gate and narrow way, 
the conflicts and -ſtrivings of the Sclſ-denying Chri- 
ſtian> Where are the laboricus Studies, the Cares 
and Prayers of the pious and induſtrious Teacher ? 
Where the Miniſtry he has fulfilPd and- made proof 
of in his Preaching, Reproving and Exhorting with 
all Long-ſufter ing and DoQtrine > Behold them in their 
Crowns and Rewards, in their Gliories and Triumphs, 
in the Peace and Comfort, the Perte&ion and Happi- 
neſs of Heaven, Bc:hold there Abraham, Tſaac, and 
Facob, and all the Prophets in the Kingdom of God. 
Behold there the pious Lazarus in the Boſom of Abra- 
ham. Bzhold there the wiſe and faithful Teachers, 
ſhining as the brightneſs of the Firmament ; and thoſe 
that turn many unto Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for 
ever and ever, 

It is God's Reſt, who is his own Happineſs, and 
can alone be the Happineſs of all out of himſelf : And 
there it is that we ſhall be repleniſhed with the like 
Goodneſs and Love, in our proportion, as fills the 
breaſt of God himſelf. There we ſhaffconverſe with 
nothing but Perfeftion ; And have our Souls ſo em» 
ployed in Acts ſuitable to the exalted and divine Pow- 
ers they ſhall be endued with, that they ſhall not only 
be unwearicd, bur infinitely ſatisfied in it. Where 
our Reſt ſhall be the ſame, and our Will and Deſire 
one with his, who filleth all in all. 

A Conſideration from the beginning to the end of 
it, that ſhould excite all the Powers of our Souls to 
obtain it; and thar ſhould make us extreamly cauti- 
ous,leſt we fail in our advances and travels towards it. 
Tet us fear, faith the Apoſtle, /eft a promiſe being left 
us of eatring into his reſt, any of you ſhould come ſhort of 
It. 2, It 
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2. It is a Reſt which is promiſed, and fo is a far- 
ther Argument to Caution, Leſt we come ſhort of it. 
We have the advantage of the Heathen, and of a 
mere ſtate of Nature, that we have the Revelation of 
the Goſpel, by which /ife aud immortality were Frought 
to light. And this Revelation comes with the greater 
advantage, as we have the Promiſe of God to enfure 
it to us: A favour as well beyond our compreken- 
ſion, as our diſcovery and deſere. For how couid we 
who have defaced the divine Image, and been Rebels 
againſt God, and have forfeited his favour, think of 
being reſtorcd tGit? How could we whoſe Souls are 
d:praved and corrupted, think of being admitted to 
that ſtate, whereinto no unclean thing can enter ? 
How could we that are corruptible, think that we 
ſhould put on incorruption > And ſo mult conclude, 
that we are no more fit for that ſtate of holineſs and 
perfeftion, of fellowſhip with God and the enjoyment 
of him, than we are like unto him. Bat when we 
are prevented in our thoughts, and theſe arguings 
are forz-closd by the divine Goodneſs and Faithful- 
neſs, by a Revelation and a Promiſe : It we in the 
concluſion prove like thoſe in the Parable, that when 
invited to a Royal Entertainment, make light of it, and 
27 away, and rcjz& the Counſel of God againſt our 
ſolves 3 ſhall we fare beter than they, againſt whom 
the King ſent fortiy his Armics and deſtroyed them, 
and burnt up their City ? 

[tr was tlie aggravation of the Sin of the ſraelttes 
witzen they enterd the Land of Promiſe, and had a 
Land prepared for them, where they had goodly Ci- 
ties which they builded not, and Houſes full of all 
good things which they filed not, Vincyards and 
O.ive-trces which they planted not z that they tempt- 
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ed and provoked the moſt High God, and kept not 
[1s teſtimonies. 

And will it not aggravate our guilt, when we have 
a Revelation as clear as the day, and the promiſe of 
Ged for our ſecurity, which is as ſure as the Ordi- 
nances of Heaven ; nay, that is eſtabliſhed upon a 
better and more laſting Foundation ?. for Heaven and 
Earth may-paſs away, but this Word ſhall not paſs 
away. | 

Behold then here the greateſt teſtimony of the di- 
vine Bcnignity and Honour, the Treaſure of Heaven 
laid open to our view. Behold Gogyhimſelf proffer- 
ing Salvation to Sinners, and engaging himſelf by 
Promiſe to beſtow it upon us on our acceptance. 
And what can we plead in our own defence, if at 
laſt we ſhall fall ſhort of it? For can we have any 
thing more clearly revealed to us, that is not in our 
view ; and which we are not capable, by reaſon of 
the imperfeftion of our Natures, perfetly to under- 
ſtand » Can we have any thing more ſecured, which 
we have not in preſent poſſeſſion 2 Can we have any 
thing more confirmed, than God bearing witneſs to 
the truth of it, with ſigns and wonders, and divers 
miracles >? And can any thing be of greater con- 
ſequence than the things that are thus revealed, pro- 
miſed and ſecured > And when a Promiſe is thus left 
us of entring into his Reſt, /hal not we fear, leſt we 
come ſhort of it 


Eſpecially 
4. When there is a poſſibility on our part of coming 
ſhort of it. I fay a poſſibility on our part : For there 
is nothing wanting on God's, who is not as Man that 
he ſhould lie, nor the Son of Man that he ſhould repent. 
. Hath., 
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Hath he faid, and ſhall he not do it? Hath he ſpo» 
ken, and ſha!l he not make it good ? But yet notwith» 
ſtanding the amplitude, the fulneſs and firmnefs of the 
Promiſe, there is a ſuſpenſion of it, nor will it operate 
without the conditions belonging to us to perform, 
without- which we are in the ſame ſtare of darkneſs 
and miſery, as if there had been no. Revclation nor 
Promife. And when it thus reſts on our part, and no- 
thing is wanting to compleat our happineſs, but our 
own conſent , could we in reaſon wiſh or defire 
any thing more , when it will be at our own 
choice and refuſal, whether we will be happy or 
miſerable ; whether we will be: faved or dams» 
ned? And yet alas! here is the difficulty; the diſſi- 
culty is to win us over to our own intereſt; and all the 
arguments and conſiderations of the Goſpel are to 
diſpoſe us hereunto, to be willing and deſirous of 
being ſaved, And all in the concluſion prove gene- 
rally roo little; for we remain ſtupid and ſenſleſs as 
if we were not at all concerned whether we obtain or 
fall ſhort of this Reſt. 

We are as the /ſraelites upon the borders of Ca- 
naana few days would have let them into the poſlef 
ſion of the promiſed Land ; it was to be ſeen from 
the top of the Mountain ;. but they believed not the 
report of Caleb and Joſkua, and murmur'd ; fo of Six 
hundred thouſand Men that came out of Egypr, only 
thoſe two entred into that Land. And we are up- 
on the borders of the promis'd reſt, we have a-pro- 


ſpect of it ; we have the Goſpel preach'd unto us, 


we have our Education in the Church of Chriſt, and 
are incmbers of his Body,are call'd by his Name; have 


eaten and drank in his preſence ; but how fad and- 


miſerable will our ſtate be, if at the Jaſt we ſhall 
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meet with, / knew you not, depart from me > And yet 
as near as we are to Heaven, 1n profeſſion and faith, 
in appearance and expeRation, it is poſſible and with- 
out an extraordinary caution, it is certain, that not- 
withſtanding the promiſe of God, we may come 
ſhort of this Reſt. Thus our Saviour repreſents it, 
Luk. 13. 24. Strive to enter in at the ſtrait gate, for 
many I ſay unto you will ſeek to enter in, and ſhall not 
be able. | 

Shall I now need any farther arguments than what 
the Text affords, to make us cautious leſt we come 
ſhort of this Reſt ? ſhall I need to preſs the Apoſtle's 

Exhortation any further ? Need we to be adviſed in 
his matter, in a matter of ſo great importance and 
abſolute neccſlity 2 Let us, beloved, look within our 
ſelves, and try whether our condition be ſo ſafe as 
to be above all hazard ; that we are arriv*d to a full 
ſatisfaction of mind concerning our title to this Reſt. 
would that every one that hears me at this time, 
and that we all were in the ſtate of St. Pax!, and 
were arriv'd to that ſetled and happy temper of ſoul, 
as to be able to ſay, That to me to live is Chriſt, and 
to die 15 2ain. And, 7 have fought a good jizht, I have 
kept the faith, henceforth there i laid up for me a Crown 
of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord ſhall give me at that 
day. . 

* I could wiſh that we were out of the reach of all 
temptations, troubics and dangers, and that there 
was no need for us to fear, nor occaſion to exhort vs 
toif. But what ſhould I wiſh for that which belongs 
not to the ſtate in which we are? That is a Reſt 


- which remaineth, it is the Reſt of Heaven, thar' is 


God's Reſt, It rather becomes me to retuin to the 
Apoſtle, to exhort and repeat, and exhort again : 
Take 
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Take heed brethren, ſaith he, left there be in any of 
you an evil beart of unbelief, in departing from the li- 
ving God. Let us labour to enter into that reſt, And 
in the Text, Let us therefore fear, leſt a promiſe being 
left us of entring into his reſt, any of you ſhould cime 
ſhort of it. 

Thus far have I coniider'd the Text; and am cer- 

tain that if our deceaſed Friend were to [peak to you 
of this Auditory, who were fo lately His : He thar is 
now gone to his Reſt, would extort you after the 
Apoſtle's manner, to c1ution and fexr, leſt having 
ſuch a promiſe, any of you ſhoul4 come ſhort of 
If, 
It was in St. Pau''s phraſe, hisYeart's defire and 
prayer to God, that ye might be ſaved, This was-the 
Theme and Subj:&t he continually infilted unon, 
and made it his reſtleſs endeavour to promote. This 
he taught in this Pulpit ; and this he again taught 
out of it, and confirmed by the regularity of his 
Life. Of whom I have many things to ſay, and might 
ſpeak of him in his Secular capacity, As to his Friend- 
ſhip, in which he was ſincere, intire and ſtedfaft ; As 
to his Converſation, in which he was free, without 
levity; Grave without moroſeneſs, Inſtrutive with- 
out impoſition; and not without ſuch a competency 
of skill, even in matters relating to this preſent lite, 
as did render him uſeful to others, and capable of 
adviſing them that wanted 1t. 

[ might ſpeak of him as to the Government of him- 
ſelf in his exa& Temperance and Sybriety ; as to his 
Family, in his affeionate tenderneſs as a Husband 
and a Father, and in the care he took of the meaneſt 
of thoſe that were about him, and the Excrciles of 


Family-deyotion, 
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But that which I at this time ſhall principally re- 
ſpe, is the diſcharge of his Miniſterial Office, in 
which he took a ſpecial delight, and made it the 


principal buſineſs of his Life, laying hold of all op- 


portunities of doing good in private and in pub- 
lick, 

In publick, how conſtant and diligent, uſeful and 
practical was he in Preaching ! Preaching with that 


plainneſs as might be ſuitable to the mean«ſt capaci- 
ty, and deſigned to the moſt uſeful purpoſes of ſound 


Doctrine, and unbiameable life ; Preaching as one 
that was in earneſt himſelf, and endeavouring to per- 
ſuade others ſo tqbe. 

What care did hegagain,take to inſtru the Youth! 
what pains in the little School that by his induſtry, 
and the pious Contribution of well-difpoſed Perſons 
was Erected in the Neighbourhood ! which I hope 
will not die with him, but by the ſame or like good 
and charitable hands be ſupported and continued. 

In private,how many did he lend his helping hand 
to, encouraging them in the way of Religion, reſol- 
ving their Doubts, comforting them in their Sorrows, 
direQing their Endeavours! And this he did witle 
ſwegock and tenderneſs, giving an eaſie acceſs and ad- 
mittance even to the meanett, and hearing them 
with patience, 

And in the mean time, whil't like a good Sama- 
ritan he was pouring oyl into the wounds of others, 
and adminiftring ſuch feaſonable reliefs as their caſe 
did require, He himſclt ſhewed by the cheerfulneſs and 
livelineſs of his ſpirit,that Religion was no fadning or 
uncomfortable ſtate ; but that however it might ap- 
pear to drooping and melancholly minds, whatever 
it might appear to ſuch as looked but little into ir, 
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or had little or no experience of it ; it was indeed the 
moſt comfortable ſtate in the world to thoſe that 
were intimately acquainted with it. 

To this let me add the care he took of the Sick, 
viſiting them with great application, ſparing no pains 
to prepare ſuch for another ſtate 3 of which his laſt 
Sickneſs and the occaſion of his death was too de» 
plorable an Inſtance, that whilſt thus exceeding ſol 
citous about others; he was carelefs of himſelf ; antl 
whiPſt the dying Patient receiv'd Spiritual Conſolas 
tion from him, he in all probability drew what proved 


a mortal InfeCtion to himſelf. 

Which brings me to his 1 Wours: It pleaſed 
God to give him ſome Premonitions and Warnings of 
his approaching End; I mean not only by the dan- 
gerous diſeaſe he laboured under the former part of 
the year; but alſo by ſuch impreſſions upon bis mind 


as ſeem'd to carry in them the finger of God. So that 


for ſome Months paſt he would be often ſpeaking, 
and I may fay, preaching to his Wife ſubmiſſion to 
the will of God, if he ſhould think fit to take him 
out of this life to a better. 

For this reaſon, it may well be ſuppoſed that he 
was very deſirous to ſee ſome of his Relations that 
lived remote from hence ; and though newly come 
from one Journey, immediately made another to pay 
them a Viſit (where he had not been for ſome years) 
or rather, as he told. them, to take his laſt Farewell, 

And accordingly he ſet his Houſe and Afﬀairs in 
order, made his Will; and if I may take notice of ſo 
ſmall a matter, among the greater, he compoſed his 
own Epitaph ; which though plain (as he intended) 


is very expreſſive of his Piety, and of the care he took 
of the People.committed to his Charge. 
D 
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And therrit was no wonder when all this was done, 

to find him compoſed at his approaching End, and to 
behave himſelf as he had lived; ſhewing an excellent 
temper of mind, heartily reſigning himſelf up through 
Jeſus Chriſt to God, the Father of Spirits, and the Fa- 
ther of Mercies ; whom in that condition he entirely 
depended upon, and found the greateſt, I may ſay 
the only ſupports from. 
" With what ſubmiſſion did he receive the ſentence 
of his Diſſolution ! With what tranſport and joy did 
he ſpeak of our bleſſed Saviour, and the happineſs he 
hoped for, or + 1 doubted not to be made parta» 
ker of, by him 

With what tenderneſs did he bewail our differences, 
and that ſpirit of cenſuring, reviſing and dividing, 
that ſo much prevails ; and eſpecially when after all, 
ſuch muſt come (if ever they be happy) to joyn in 
the Church-triumphant with thoſe whom, too often, 
they refuſe to converſe and communicate with here, 
in the Church-militant ! 

With what comfort did he take leave of his Friends, 
of his Wife and Children, calling them one by one 
in his laſt interval to him, and giving each of them 
ſuch advice as a dying Friend, Husband and Father, 
and a dying Chriſtian, would give to thoſe whom he 
affectionately loved ! 

And now what is the iſſue of all this, but that we 
ſhould refle& upon it, and refle& upon our {elves ? 

Who cf you that heard the laſt Sermon of our 
deceaſed Friend ſix days ago, but if you had 
known it ſhould have been the laſt, would have 
hearkned to it with another ſort of attention ! you 
would then have cntertained it as the laſt Words of a 
dying Man. It was obſerved, that though he always 


ſpoke 
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ſpoke with an affeRionate warmth, that He then 

ſpoke beyond himſelf,with a concernment more than 

ordinary ; as it he were ſenſible it ſhould be his Vale- 

diQory, and the laſt Sermon, and That the laſt oppor- 

tunity he ſhould have of Preaching to this people. 

It was the laſt indeed ; but we read of A4be/, that by 

his Faith, he being dead, yet ſpeateth. Heber. 11. 4, 
Our Friend is dead, his Body lies there before us ; 

he has no Tongue to ſpeak,. nor Eye to obſerve how 

you receive his Doctrine ; but he yet ſpeaketh to you 

in his Doctrine and Example ; and I hope, as it was 

faid of Abel, he ſhall for that reaſon be yer ſpoken of, *n Acarinu, 

amongſt you. » So thz Margin. 
And Oh that his Words were written, zot with ink, 2 Cor. , 23. 

But (C as St. Paul faith) with the ſpirit of the living 

God, in your hearts and lives, to be known and read of 

all mea : Or howſoever that laſt Sermon or other 

Diſcourſes of his may have been negleed or for- 

got ; let us remember the Caution which the Apo- 

ſtle here adviſes all to take; and Fear, /e/t a promiſe 

being left us of entring into this reſt, any of us ſhould 


come ſhort of it. 
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